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It is that time of year again! The season of Lent is fast approaching. Lent begins this year on Wednesday February
14th, Ash Wednesday. We will be having a soup supper
on Ash Wednesday beginning at 4:30 to 6:30, with service
to Follow at 6:30. Ash Wednesday
service will be led by Bob Johnson.
Bob will continue to lead Wednesday
services through lent at 6:30PM.
Services will be: Wed Feb 14th,
21st, and 28th. March 7th, 14th,
21st, and 28th.

Palm Sunday is March 25th, we will have our regular
Sunday service at 10AM. Good Friday falls on March
30th and Pastor Ed will be leading service at 6:30PM.
Easter Sunday is Sunday April 1st. We will be having
breakfast at 8:30 AM until the time of service at 10:00
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Pastor’s Corner
Dear Friends,
As I reflect upon the whirlwind I’ve been in, I find comfort with all the amazing people who
have showered us with prayers, love, and meals. My family and I thank you all dearly. My
wife, Sarah, had gone through a surgery that was very invasive. The doctor patched her stomach because her
intestines were coming through. For a moment we questioned if she was ever going to get better. No one is
ever fully prepared for when hard times hit. I was working around the clock, but then my family needed my
time more than ever before. We were facing the dilemma of what many people face in times of crisis. We experienced fear, doubt, stress, and worry. It’s those moments where those feelings and thoughts begin to have a
voice. It’s those emotions that draw you away from the presence of God and into a dark place. Then the Holy
Spirit settles in, asking, “who is it that you trust?” Then we remember that our trust is in the Lord. Soon after
deeper prayer time, Sarah starts to feel that there was a breakthrough and that God had healed her. It was miraculous seeing her faith take over and being a witness to God’s hand in her life allowing her to do things she
couldn’t do before. We experienced the hand of God saving us once again.
We were finally feeling peace, but then tragedy strikes. My cousin was in a tragic car accident where
she lost her husband, and left her, along with her two daughters in critical condition. I was immediately taken
back to all those feelings as if the enemy was working overtime to discourage and rob my hope. Instead of allowing myself to go there and stay there, I went into prayer and pressed into God. It was in my time in prayer
that deep revelation occurred for me. If my faith and trust in God is dependent upon my circumstances, then
my trust is in this world and not in God. It is during times of trouble and distress that God asks us to trust Him.
It was during this season that I realized God was deepening my faith and taking me into greater awareness that
we are only passing through. Our time is so precious, so limited, and before you know it, we stand before our
maker giving an account of our lives. Not that God is expecting an account of a perfect life lived, but rather, a
life lived with Jesus, for Jesus, and through Jesus. A life of victory, even when all seems lost. We know where
we are heading and our trust remains in the Lord.
Friends, I plead with you to not wait to trust Jesus with your life. I urge you not to wait to live for Him.
I encourage you to get involved and get connected so you can live out the dreams that God has placed upon
your heart. It is through Jesus, that we find peace during the storms of life. It is through Jesus that we never
lose hope in the face of death. It is a life lived with Jesus that we remain inspired to serve and bring others to
Him. Benton UMC needs you to share your God given gifts and talents because God has made you one of a
kind. Without you, there is no church. If fact, without you, the world would lose its light and hope because we
are called to be the light of the world with Jesus living through us. Together, we can live out the dreams of
God and witness a world become transformed by God’s mighty hand because we decided to take a stand for
Jesus together, as one body.
I look forward to hearing about your call. The dreams God is placing on your heart. All those things
that God is asking you to be the difference in, so you can be everything God has called you to be. If this were
the end of your journey, would you rejoice in sharing all the things God placed on your heart that you lived out
or would you experience sorrow in telling Him all the things you wish you were. Time is precious. Don’t wait.
You’re worth so much to God. Live out your worth.
I’m only a phone call or an email away. I welcome your ideas, to hear about your dreams, to share in
your struggles, to rejoice in your victories. You matter.
In Christ,
Pastor Ed
pastoredsantiago@gmail.com
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Benton UMC at a Glance
January Statistics
Total Offering:
(Regular Offering)

January 7
January 14
January 21
January 28

$915
$805
$572
$370

Attendance:
(This includes online attendance)
January 7
January 14
January 21
January 28

Weekly
Totals

42
32
70
62

We would love to have you join us for Worship!
You can find us on Facebook :

https://www.facebook.com/Benton-WI-United-Methodist-Church117636051589370
Unable to get to church on Sunday? You can hear Pastor Ed’s
message every Sunday online on our Facebook page!
Pastor Ed is available every https://www.facebook.com/Benton-WIUnited-Methodist-ChurchSunday after service for
117636051589370
conversation and prayer!
You can reach him by emailing him @ Pastoredsantiago@gmail.com or by calling
his cell : (608) 445-4002.
Other times may be available by appointment.
Questions ? Please feel free to call the church @ (608) 759-5551.
You can also email the church Secretary @ bentonumcsecretary@gmai.com
We look forward to hearing from you!
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Upcoming Events
Please join us for our Annual Women's retreat Friday-Sunday, May 18-20. Our time
together will begin at 7:00 on Friday evening
and conclude around 1:00 on Sunday afternoon. We will be spending time doing a DVD
study, praying, singing, relaxing, playing
games, eating delicious food, and enjoying
growing closer to one another and to our Savior.

The cost for the weekend will depend on how many people share a room. Each
room has one queen bed, one twin bed, as well as a private bathroom and shower.
Fri-Sun

$195 - 1 per room

$110 - 2 per room

$81 - 3 per room

To help with the cost, Dawn Gobrecht is going to be doing a Candle Fundraiser
which will be available to each participant. This will help with your cost of going and
possibly pay for your whole trip. Look for more information about the fundraiser
coming up. If you have any questions please contact Dawn at 482-0822 . Please
turn in the bottom portion of this slip with your payment to Centenary United Methodist church office , in Shullsburg, to register for this event.

Name: ___________________________________
I want to attend Fri-Sun _____________(#____ per room)
Phone number_____________________________
Interested in the Fundraiser Yes______ No_____
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2017 Missions Review.
In 2017 the missions committee received (donations only) $13,302.25, and as of December 31 st we used $11,092.25 for mission
projects for the year. With some funds carried over from 2016, we ended the year with a balance of $4,489.10.
As in past years whatever funds are remaining at the end of the year, if any, we usually divide them between several organizations
that we have been supporting for many years. We will be sending $500 to the local S.U.N. program (senior meal sight), $500 to the
Benton Food Pantry, and $500 to the Hazel Green Food Pantry, and we are setting aside $500 to see about replacing the TV at the
Senior Apartment. Theirs was stolen and has not been replaced. We will probably be sending funds to Family Advocates
(Platteville), The Transplant House (Madison) and The Teresa Shelter. (Dubuque)
One of the bigger projects we were able to do was to provide support for four students to continue their education at a higher level.
Two of them are attending college, one in vocational training and one special needs student. Three of these are students we supported through High School. ($3,490)
We again received donations to help Beatrice Annor and her family. Beatrice is the widow of Kennedy Annor who was our pastor
for a couple of years and died unexpectedly. Beatrice is extremely thankful for our help. ($2,150)
This year we were able to be a little light to friends who have been burdened with health problems. We are thankful that God not
only hears our prayers for these brothers and sisters, but also enabled us to help financially. ($2000)
On Labor Day we opened the Church as a hospitality area and provided light refreshments. A lot of people came in to use the restrooms, have a cup of coffee or a soda and just look around and talk.
We again had the Benton School District Staff Appreciation luncheon. This is a great opportunity to express our support and
thanks for people who educate our children. We make sure they know that their efforts are noted and appreciated. It was also a
good time to meet and welcome new teachers and this year we acknowledge the career of several retiring teachers with over thirty
years at our school. ($138.86)
In October and November we collected shoes for Souls for Souls ministry and got some help from the Hazel Green UMC and the
Benton Thrift Shop. Thank you to all who donated shoes and thanks to Lois and Lynne for making the long trip to take them to the
collection point.
October was also Pastor Appreciation Month. Most of the time our Pastors get little feedback from their congregation that is positive but this is a time when we can express our gratitude for the work they do in shepherding our church. Thanks to all who took
the time to show appreciation for Pastor Ed’s commitment to us.
In December Mary and Karen headed the Christmas outreach mission to help struggling families over the holidays. We took two
families and helped with gifts and winter clothing as well as consumable items the families needed. Other families were helped by
other charitable organizations in our area. As part of this ministry we are continuing to collect house hold products for families
through the Head Start program. We have a table set up in the fellowship area and a list of needed items.
We had our annual garage sale in conjunction with the All City Garage sale last year and brought in almost $800. Thanks to Lynne
for chairing that and putting in a lot of hours to setup and work the event. We will be doing this again in 2018 so save items that
might be valuable to others but maybe you have out grown. The donations are appreciated.
The missions committee again helped in recognizing Mothers and Fathers Day by providing materials to help in their own personal
spiritual journey and in raising children who know and see the gospel of Jesus Christ lived out in the home. The Church has a responsibility to join with parents in educating children about the Kingdom of God and the gospel of Christ.
Thanks again to everyone who supported the mission of the Church with their time, talent and treasure. Jesus said, “TRULY I
TELL YOU, WHATEVER YOU DID FOR ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF MINE, YOU
DID FOR ME.”
Thanks for your support.
Missions Committee
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February / March Birthdays
FEBRUARY
6 Craig Ihm
8 Renee Scanlan
11 Terry Ferrey
12 Larry Redfearn
13 Janet Johnson
14 Henry Calvert
14 Luke Johnson
15 Jeff Wetter
17 Jean Hartzell
17 Lisa Schemehorn
18 Marilyn Melerski
21 Everett Mau
22 Jeff Calvert
27 Jayne Temperly

25th Feb.
Bill and Grenith Cherry
23rd March
Mary and Frank Blahnik

MARCH
1 Margery Mullikin
6 Michael Austin
8 Brianne Farrey
8 Jackie Lutes
17 Clara Ruhl
23 London Montgomery
25 Jessica Kilcoyne
26 Zade Jones
Card shower for:
Jean Hartzel
Feb. 17th
95th Birthday
PO Box 25
Benton, WI 53803

If you have birthday or Anniversary
information to share with us, please
email the church @ bentonumcsecretary@gmail.com or call the church
office with the information 759-5551

Missions meeting 1-16-2018
Members present: Lynne M. Lois R. Mary F. Bob J.
Opened in prayer.
The missions committee met to review 2017 mission projects and to plan
for 2On the financial side we received $13,302.35, and we used $11,092.25
as of December 31st 2017. With some funds carried over from 2016, we
ended the year with a balance of $4,489.10.
Whatever funds are remaining at the end of the year, if any, we usually divide between several organizations that we have supported for many years.
We will be sending $500 to the local S.U.N program (meals on wheels),
$500 to the Benton Food Bank and $500 to the Hazel Green Food Bank.
We also set aside $500 to see about replacing the TV at the Senior Apartments. Theirs was stolen and has not been replaced. We will probably be
sending funds to Family Advocates (Platteville), The Transplant House
(Madison) and Teresa Shelter. (Dubuque).
We also discussed chairing the Soup Supper as a committee in order to
spread out the work load. This will depend on what is done for the Lenten
Services. That is being looked at by Pastor Ed. The mission committee is
ready to chair the supper.
We also discussed the mission’s calendar. (Mission of the month)
Tentative calendar:
January------Food panty
February-----Random acts of Kindness
March--------Soup Supper (tentative)
April----------Garage Sale (to coincide with Village Wide Garage Sale)
May----------Mother’s Day (May 13th)
June----------Benton School District Staff Appreciation Lunch)
Father’s Day
July----------- ?
August-------Help with VBS
September--- Labor Day Hospitality Station/ possible float
October-------Pastor Appreciation
November---Samaritans Purse (shoe box ministry)
December-----Help for struggling families. (Christmas project)

February/March
February 4
Isaiah 40:21-31
Finding Strength
February 14th
Soup supper 4:30-6:30
6:30 Service led by Bob Johnson
February 18th
Mark 1:12-15
Here Comes God’s Kingdom
February 21st 6:30PM
Lenten service
Lead by Bob Johnson

February/March
February 25th
Mark 8:31-38
Get Behind Me, Satan!
February 28th 6:30 PM
Lenten Service
Lead by Bob Johnson
March 4th
Communion & Potluck Sunday
John 2:13-22
Is it Time to Clean House?
March 7th 6:30PM
Lenten Service
Led by Bob Johnson
March 11th
John 3:14-21
God so Loved the World
March 14th 6:30PM
Lenten Service
Led by Bob Johnson
March 18th
John 12:20-33
Why Did Jesus Come
March 21st 6:30 PM
Lenten Service
Lead by Bob Johnson

March 25th (Palm Sunday)
Mark 11:1-11
Courage and Destiny
March 28th 6:30 PM
Lenten Service
Led By Bob Johnson
March 30th ( Good Friday)
6:30 PM - Sermon: The Betrayal

Benton
Bell
Sunday Morning Bible
study at 9:00
Sunday Morning Worship
Service at 10:00

Benton United Methodist Church
172 West Main Street
P.O. Box 14
Benton, WI 53803-0014

Sunday Morning Children
Sunday school during
10:00 service .
Wednesday evening Lenten
Services @ 6:30Pm beginning Wed . Feb 14th—Mar.
28th .

Prices and Information on
page 4

Services and Information
on page 1 & 7

Our Church Mission Statement

WE ARE GOD’S LIGHT, WE SAW GOD’S LIGHT
WE RECEIVED GOD’S LIGHT, WE SHARE GOD’S LIGHT

